
The Incredible Journey 

Third Steps 
 

 

Step Three involves a decision to let God be in charge of our lives. 

 

*Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to Jesus Christ and His care for us. 

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – which is 

your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 

 

 

Scripture Lessons / Step 3 
 

 

Luke 7 - Parable of Two Debtors 

 

40And Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he replied, “Say it, 

Teacher.” 41“A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 

42“When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will 

love him more?” 43Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And 

He said to him, “You have judged correctly.” 44Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, 

“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has 

wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45“You gave Me no kiss; but she, since 

the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46“You did not anoint My head with oil, but 

she anointed My feet with perfume. 47“For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, 

have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48Then He 

said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 49Those who were reclining at the table with Him 

began to say to themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives sins?” 50And He said to the 

woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 

1. “...which of them will love him more?” 
It is always those who have understood how much they have been forgiven that are the 

freest to love God with abandon.  Forgiveness frees the soul from self-absorption, self-obsession, 

and allows the love that was imprisoned by sin and shame to express itself openly.  If we only 

knew how sin kills love, we would stand guard over our souls and not allow anything vile to 

enter in.  But we don't see and thus love is imprisoned by sin and waits, like a prisoner who has 

been falsely accused, to be freed by the Truth and the voice of the One who says, “I forgive the 

sin, you are free! Open the doors and go forth to love. 

 

2. “...for she loved much;” 
If your desire for Christ does not grow into a relationship of love, devotion and 

commitment, then little will change in your life.  Coming to an understanding of how much you 

needed to be forgiven and how much in your life He has forgiven should produce in you deep 

abiding love.  Those who think there is little to forgive in themselves will never come to the truth 



of the Gospel, let alone any real love for Christ. 

 

3. “...he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 
Pride is always trying to conquer Agape (love).  For Agape is sacrificial, always thinking 

of others: “It is not arrogant or rude; does not insist on its own way.”  Pride is just the opposite, it 

is arrogant and rude, it does insist on its own way and it only thinks of self.  Those with pride 

think themselves great and rarely see their own faults.  They can't imagine that they have 

anything to forgive and if they do, why, it is minor compared to others sins.  This is their fatal 

flaw.  Pride tells the person, “You are the smartest, the greatest, the best, why would you need 

forgiveness?”  Therefore, they only ask for a little forgiveness and therefore only love a little.  

They are blind to how much forgiveness they need, not seeing that pride is the root of all sin and 

therefore needs deep and great forgiveness.  James tells us, “God stands far off of the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.”  He who understands this will know that those who seem to need the 

least forgiveness need it to a greater degree than the out and out sinner.  For Jesus said, “The 

publicans and sinners will enter the kingdom of God before the self-righteous.” 

Let us then see how greatly we need forgiveness and pray till we know all has been 

forgiven, and then we will truly begin to love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection and Discussion Questions 
 

1. From this text, how do you understand the correlation between forgiveness and love? 

 

2. How has forgiveness, or the lack thereof, affected the way you love? 

 

3. How can pride defeat love? 

 

4. In what ways have you seen pride kill love, say, in a marriage or between parents and  

children? 

 

5. How does sin imprison love? 

 

6. How can humility and confession free love from this prison? 

 

7. What needs to change in order for us to see our deep need of forgiveness? 

 


